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Good Homes Make Great Kids!





PO Box 9117

Waterbury, CT  06724

203-706-0101
Proposal for National Adoption Month

Bells of Hope

Ringing in a Brighter Tomorrow for CT’s Waiting Children
· On November 1, 2009 at 6pm and every year thereafter, on the first Sunday of November, churches and faith communities all over CT will ring their bells once for every child listed on the Connecticut AdoptUsKids webpage.  http://www.adoptuskids.org/states/ct/browse.aspx  Honorary bell ringers will be adopted children and/or adults belonging to the individual congregations.
· Each collaborative or organization choosing to participate will arrange for at least one candlelight vigil on a town green (in front of a church where the bells are ringing) where individuals (invited and general public) will hold and light candles to call attention to the children waiting for adoptive homes.  The candles will stay lit for the duration of the bell ringing and continue to stay lit for the number of minutes which equals the number of children waiting. 
· Churches will be contacted asking them to participate by agreeing to ring their bells, and agreeing to encourage participation of their congregation.  Churches will be asked to provide the candles if possible.  FAM will provide for those unable to do so.
· Foster and adoptive families will be invited to participate in their hometowns.  
· Press packets and information on adoption will be made available prior to each event and to each participating church.  Included will be information to hand out to the general public.  If an adoptive family can be identified in the congregation who is willing to chair the event for that church, they will be given instructions and assistance from the foster care and adoption collaboratives.
· DCF Communications Office, individual collaboratives, and participating organizations will send out media packets inviting press to participate.  Information for these packets will be made available to participants by Foster Adoptive Mission.  
· Local politicians may also be invited to participate.
· Collaborative members or participating organizations may write guest editorials as a follow-up and submit to local newspapers.
We need individual church members to take the lead and coordinate this event in your local church.  Please contact either Deb Kelleher or Alan Murphy for assistance.

Deb Kelleher: 203-706-0101

Alan Murphy: 860-949-4061

You can also contact us via our website.  Just use the “contact us” button.
