“The Spire” Article by Patty Ford

About 15 years ago | met my friend, Meral Prewitt. She told me about her job
with Covenant to Care for Children of Connecticut* (CCC) and the Adopt A Social
Worker Program. She spoke of the large number of children (about 75,000) at risk each
year in Connecticut. She told me that CCC helps approximately 25,000 children per year
with the aid of faith-based communities. She spoke of children right in our own
communities that were being abused, neglected or living in severe poverty.

Here were children whose families oftentimes could not provide basic material
needs — items as simple as a crib or a bed; a bicycle or a car seat. Here were children
whose families needed help to provide a nurturing environment. Here were children who
were at risk of being separated from their families or not being reunited with their
families unless their basic needs were met.

As a parent and responsible adult, my heart bled. As a Christian my compassion
flowed. 1 started donating anything that Meral needed help with.

Today | am asking for assistance from ALL of our Trinity? family. Please think
about all of the blessings in your own lives and how wonderful it would be to share them
with children — to give them a second chance of living a happy, healthy and most
importantly, safe life.

Through the Adopt A Social Worker Program our task at Trinity will be to help
the Social Worker that we are adopting on June 7, 2009. At that time we will sign a
covenant with the Social Worker and Covenant to Care in Connecticut (sic). After that
the Social Worker will tell me as the liaison what kinds of items — food, clothing,
furniture, etc. — her clients will need. I will then convey the need to the congregation via
bulletin boards, phone trees, or email. It might be backpacks for children returning to
school in the Fall. It might be a baby shower to collect items for new moms and infants.
It might be moving or storing furniture donations. Most importantly it will be knowing
that we are helping to build a child’s confidence and self esteem. It will be a child
knowing that there are faithful and caring people, old and young, who want to make a
difference in their lives.

As | think back to my first donation to Covenant to Care in Connecticut (sic) 15
years ago, | remember Meral telling me how thrilled the clients were to not only get
furniture but furniture that matched. It made me smile then and it still makes me smile
now. Won’t you help me make more people smile by helping these children?

Respectfully submitted,

Patty Ford

Adopt A Social Worker Liaison
Trinity Church, Southport, CT
May 14, 2009
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