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Please join us in assisting to meet the needs of Connecticut’s children



Our mentoring program, MMoomm,,  MMeennttoorr,,
aanndd  MMee (M3) mentors children whose 

mothers are incarcerated in the New Haven,
Waterbury, New Britain and Greater Bridgeport

areas.  Although mentoring children of prisoners is not
new, this is the first program that focuses specifically on
children who have been detached from their mothers 
due to incarceration.  M3 creates and supports relation-
ships between youth, mentors and faith communities to
provide the support needed for these at-risk youth.

Our RReeaacchh  OOnnee  YYoouutthh mentoring program matches
the power of infinite love to youth with infinite 
potential by assisting highly at-risk teens, teen parents

and their children.  This program creates partner-
ships between youth, mentors, congregations 

and the broader community by providing 
opportunities to nurture and cultivate the
resilient spirit found in all youth.

Our CCrriittiiccaall  GGooooddss  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn
program assists social workers who
are attempting to reunify and preserve
families by providing them with goods
such as furniture and clothing. During any
given fiscal year, we deliver an average of
$115,000 worth of usable goods to families in need.
On a yearly basis, around 500 children are provided
with beds, dressers, a table to eat at and do homework
on and other goods that they too often go without.

To the Donors, Paid and Volunteer
Staff, Faith-Based Leadership,
Directors, Supporters, and most of all to
the children of Connecticut who are
part of the Covenant to Care Family;

It is meaningful to me that I begin my
post with Covenant to Care for
Children at this time of year. During
my first two weeks as Executive
Director, we have celebrated Rosh
Hashanah beginning the “Days of
Awe” on September 13, 2007 and end-
ing with Yom Kippur on September 22,
2007.

The traditional greeting for Rosh
Hashanah is L'shanah tovah which can
be loosely translated to “May you have
a good year.” This holiday signifies the
beginning of the new year and a time of
reflection which then culminates in
Yom Kippur. The traditional prayer for
this Yom Kippur is…

“Blessed are you, our G_d, creator of
time and space, who enriches our lives
with holiness commanding us to kindle
the Yom Kippur lights.”

For the Jewish faithful this is a time
when they reconcile and renew their
relationship with G_d. It is a time of
teshuvah. I have been told that this
translates into a recommitment to be
living closer to your highest potential.
In order to do this, one commits to
“empathy, empathetic listening, paying
attention, hearing beyond words to the

OOuurr  PPrrooggrraammss

Our AAddoopptt  AA  SSoocciiaall  WWoorrkkeerr program works with 
over 200 faith communities to benefit thousands of
Connecticut children by providing the critical material
needs that help stabilize their living situations.
Without the efforts of over 1,000 volunteers
and donors, this initiative would not be a
success.

The Board of Directors, Staff, and
Friends of Covenant to Care for
Children welcome Caryl J. Hallberg,
our new Executive Director.  Caryl
comes to the Northeast from Napa,
California where she was Executive
Director of the Volunteer Center of
Napa Valley.  Caryl brings a wealth of
experience in strategic planning, devel-
opment of funding sources, and market-
ing and promotion, along with a person-
al style that is warm, engaging, and
embracing of people and ideas.
All of us at Covenant to Care for
Children look forward to new growth in
our ability to serve the children of
Connecticut under Caryl’s able leader-
ship.

FFrroomm  tthhee  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr
by Caryl Hallberg, Executive Director

The Board would also at this
time recognize the capable work

for CCC by Yovanna Wedderburn,
Director of Agency Operations and
Acting Executive Director through the
transition period.  Transitions are rarely
easy, but Yovanna’s dedication to CCC
made this latest transition productive,
not just a maintaining of the status quo.

Welcome to Caryl and thanks to Yovanna
and the whole staff for their efforts on
behalf of the children of Connecticut.

Jeannie Boehner, Chair, Board of
Directors

Do you do many internet
searches?

CCC earns 1 cent for every
search done in our name on

www.goodsearch.com.
Just search with our name,

"Covenant to Care for
Children,"  Thanks.

CCoovveennaanntt  ttoo  CCaarree  ffoorr
CChhiillddrreenn  wwiisshheess  ttoo

eexxtteenndd  hheeaarrttffeelltt  
ggrraattiittuuddee  ffoorr  aa  ggrraanntt
rreecceeiivveedd  ffrroomm  tthhee

NNoorrtthhwweesstt  CCoommmmuunniittyy
BBaannkk  ffoorr  oouurr  CCrriittiiccaall

GGooooddss  DDeelliivveerryy
PPrrooggrraamm..

As many readers of our website may be
aware, Covenant to Care for Children
no longer accepts donations of used
beds due to the outbreak of a bedbug
problem in Hartford and other towns.
While CCC has never had a problem
with any of the beds donated to us, we
cannot afford to risk handing out beds
that have become infested with bed-
bugs. In order to furnish the clients of
social workers with beds, we are now
depending on private donations, grants
from various foundations (a list is pro-
vided at the end of the article), the
$500.00 in gift cards (monthly) and
trailer loads of beds and furniture (peri-
odically) that we receive from Bob’s
Discount Furniture, and the money
raised by Bethany Covenant Church
during their annual Bed Drive.

Unfortunately, the bedbug problem has
not only restricted the number of beds
we can pass out, it has also increased
the need for beds as people living in
the affected buildings have had to
throw out their beds due to infestation.
For six years the Critical Goods
Program had not received any requests

for beds that cited bedbug
infestation as the reason for

the request. Since the Fall of 2006,
however, the program has received a
number of requests to replace beds that
have become infested, and these
requests appear to be increasing in fre-
quency.

Recently, the Critical Goods Program
received a request for beds from an
urban social worker for a mother with
six children living in very cramped cir-
cumstances. Their beds had become
infested with bedbugs and one of the
children had developed infections from
the bites. Bedbugs are not only a nui-
sance, but can constitute a serious
health risk. Due to the generosity of
Bob’s and Bethany Covenant Church
we had gift cards and money on hand to
purchase two sets of bunk beds and a
twin bed for the family. They also
received a nice dining table with six
chairs, a sofa, and several dressers that
Bob’s had donated. Since we had funds
on hand to purchase beds, the family
was able to throw out the old beds,
have the landlord bring in an extermi-
nator that day, and receive the new
beds the next day. Not all families are

so fortunate. This case demonstrates
how individuals, businesses and congre-
gations can make a tangible difference
in the lives of those caught in circum-
stances not necessarily of their own
making. As this problem grows, it will
become increasingly important for oth-
ers to step forward to meet the need
that this problem will engender.

As coordinator of the Critical Goods
Program, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the various organi-
zations and foundations who have gen-
erously funded the program and provid-
ed money for beds over the past year:
BBoobb’’ss  DDiissccoouunntt  FFuurrnniittuurree,,  BBeetthhaannyy
CCoovveennaanntt  CChhuurrcchh,,  UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  ooff  tthhee
CCaappiittaall  AArreeaa,,  WWiilllliiaamm  aanndd  AAlliiccee
MMoorrtteennssoonn  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  EEnnsswwoorrtthh
FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  SSBBMM  CChhaarriittaabbllee
FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  SSwwiinnddeellllss  CChhaarriittaabbllee
FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  aanndd  SScchhaalllleerr  AAuuttoo  WWoorrlldd
FFuunndd  ooff  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ooff
GGrreeaatteerr  NNeeww  BBrriittaaiinn. It has been a real
pleasure distributing the goods made
possible by their generosity, and wit-
nessing the joy and gratitude of the
children and families who benefit from
their largesse. 

BBeeddss  ffoorr  CChhiillddrreenn
by Charlie Mulholland, Critical Goods Coordinator 

FFrroomm  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  CChhaaiirr
by Jeannie Boehner, Chair, Board of Directors

itive future for our children? Can we,
through our Advocacy, our Mentoring,
our Critical Goods and our Adopt a
Social Worker programs, make a differ-
ence? Twenty years of experience says
we can; alumni of our programs say we
can; the traditions of the world’s faiths
say we can – with your help, with your
commitment of time and money, with
your prayers, and with your leadership
we can! 

Thank you for welcoming me to
Covenant to Care for Children and
allowing me to begin to be part of this
mission and vision, to be a small part of
that future in which all of the children
of Connecticut have both hope and
possibilities.

L'shanah tovah

Caryl Hallberg,
Executive Director

soul and meaning of what is uttered”
(Marcia Pravder Mirkin).

What this means to me as I enter into
my role here at Covenant to Care for
Children is that not only must I prac-
tice teshuvah, but that I must lead the
organization to recommit to deeper lev-
els of empathetic listening, paying
attention, and hearing beyond words to
the soul and meaning of what is there.
We can approach this as our organiza-
tion’s new beginning for a good year.
Together, we must all kindle the lights
that show the way to increased partner-
ship, increased awareness of the plight
faced by so many children in
Connecticut and our joint roles in
changing their stories, barren of hope,
to transformational stories.

I come to you with the promise to carry
out our mission of mobilizing and chan-
neling the generosity of caring and
faithful people to advocate for, mentor
and provide direct assistance to
Connecticut’s children and youth who
are neglected, abused or at-risk. This
means that our programs operate at the
highest possible level, that our partner-
ships with sister agencies continue to
grow and blossom, that we reach out to
our faith-based organizations who work
so closely with us and revitalize our
relationships with them, that we reach
out to all the faith-based groups in
Connecticut and share our vision for
the children, asking all of them to join
with us in achieving that vision.

Can we achieve the possibility of a pos-

Welcome Luncheon for New Executive Director with Staff and Board
L to R front row: Chasity Taylor; Yovanna Wedderburn; Caryl Hallberg; Jeffery
Harris back row: Radha Radhakrishnan, Treasurer; Marina Ioffe; Jeannie
Boehner, Board Chair; Patience Quinn; Dave Santis; Meral Prewitt.

55  TThhiinnggss  yyoouu  ccaann  ddoo  ttoo  mmaakkee  aa  ddiiffffeerreennccee

1. Attend our Bernie’s Venetian Carnival.
For reservations, call (860) 243-1806

2. Volunteer as a mentor

3. Make a monthly pledge to support your favorite 
program

4. Volunteer to help deliver beds with Charlie

5. Make a holiday donation to your clients in the
name of your business


